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Title: Self-Seeking and Forgetting: On Patrick Modiano’s Missing Person

ABSTRACT: In Missing Person, a masterpiece of fiction by Patrick Modiano, an
amnesiac private detective seeks to recover his self-identity by looking for clues about
his past. He keeps forgetting what he has found, however; through the frustrated search
for self he finally realizes the meaning of life. The novel centers on the protagonist’s self-
seeking and forgetting, revealing that the spiritual quest to confirm one’s past and discover
one’s self-identity will inevitably end up with oblivion. The quest, however, will go on, as
the novel suggests. With an attempt to re-establish causality in human existence, Modiano
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expresses his thoughts on one of “the most ungraspable human destinies.”
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(W5 ) (Rue des Boutiques Obscures ) J& 2014 4R DUR U404 5 A K LS8 1012
FEI/E R 5Ll i ( Patrick Modiano, 1945— ) AUfRERAE. 2/ MILLASE— AFREBUAR T — i st
SIE R RAF TR R - BRI A O Bt 2 8 RN A b 0k [ ) ARG B, 045 B
M NPT IR A, A SR R et ik . I EAGA (G IS AR TCREE) X La
Place de I'Etoile, 1968 )54k “tLFE" (PRI kil ) ( Les Boulevards de ceinture, 1972 )54k “i23"
) S, T AR T S Y /N <SR SRR (338—54 ), Mg JLKE NI ERIE N ( SRS ),
BT /NG I, I8 1 3 B T s NS IRAEAE M S S SR T L S48 A 3R 5
Uk H F AR (363—65 ).

CHEIE ) HESE T “FAR” 19— B 2, LOFIR AR AL T i B a5 LA
WA S ACAZ R “H M AN EIR A Az ™ (G TER ), LA U R
A NI TR Gs” FREE . R, FRATAEEEE R i /N R W 558 24,
TE W Tk &7 MRPET AT v 47 SR S G T ab 4
B —FEE 512 B ASRE  AR SO R/ NSRS AGA J7 2 L 30 B R A 1) 45 7 TR R TR
T, 2R s/ N EOCT A RAAFEM IR ZIRR A fiviz L 17 Mg T SOt B8 5 AR E S 1)
AR ).

—(REH)NFRSES

20 ftt4d 60 ARAX, VU5 S0 D — BB AR B , 1 R A 1k [ 2 AR IF AR A 1k
XS BEIHE T RER A4 AP A DU AT X R AR B e — s [ PR A7
TEo VENAHEFR 22 PEIRBOE AN , ik [l 7 2 Sl T R & A AR TR] o JHEU, SRR A AR
JRAT IR A , RO A7 AR R ST 3 r B I BT 7 Sl i ) B O R oA il IR
BRI ANT—HE, AT HUERIRA LT A SR, R85 904 i BORSL s /s
HY” (qtd. in Butaud 12—13 ). FE%= (5 45005 [ 18] B 25k 10 3P0 RN IR IR AMELL
JER A AR i — B2, dR il Wi i SR (Préhistoire ), RIS V#2217 Jo M
UESE AR 2

S s TR — AR A3 “F U AR 7 ORI “ P57 NI 415 “Je ne
suis rien” YA SR “FRBAEA A A", G TRt 25, — W™ (CREIE#T) 1), XA
W N LIDUEEOT BT B, AMUE & R Rk UH , 25 [ 3F s ™ MAGRE T %,
AR TR, R T BORH AR RIREFEE T LR OCHETTE. Q2R 37 A A Az,
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N H BRAELEMARANKIE IR A TR THRAER “FR” o] LIAEAE T (25 (B ) 5 anf 2 —Fh JCHR iR
PERILAE R4 <" AT A S Ts it 25,

FAAE—K TV, IE— PR3, B A RS E R EIN, t RS — 5
Fad AR, anfal B AR — B, 4EERRTE ( Ludwig Wittgenstein ) 22 9 “JRR”™ PR “IF
07 ST IR — SRR . AEFRIRITH A SY IR Z PR R R ¢ IRLA I XA EIFE X
B AREWE? BRI ORI T1E 5 0 08 5 R LB et e R B4 )y =X
SRR, AN AR5 (224 ).t i ol GG B ) e g, 20k 2 ik “FRmad 25, — B
TR, RIAT PRAFX — N TR AR CTE T H R S UL AN, — R IR T R it 2,
TogEw A (R4 - AL ) MRIA RS — B SCT I IR MR — AW/ JESE () i
B2, HH AR THGUER BEERY A IR (IS B ) — IR R R a1y, Bz i ie— “IFiR”
Itk , BLAT AR R AR T I 2E N Y TR PEAY IR, B/l S W T A SR

B i LA ) P [P A Ry /INUE A F IR AR R Z R IF 25 [ ) 155 o 53 S 35 76 /)
VLA —TF At e B 9 B R0 280 anfal A e [T 20k 2, SRR AE ARG 7 15 A4 3 T E R
A BT XA, R ]S i 87 1 AR e R 1 IR IR R R 1Y)
2310, A—Fh2s (81 8% sh 59 1 5 7 2Ok e TR a) A9 [T . h G IR AR 2 SOt PP A R0 - K
(J.Hillis Miller ) &t g4 £ SRR AL - 152 (Paul de Man ) (B0 7 ) MOAETT: £
STEE CE T LR R, DRI B A “HR R — P 2 BRI X
R AE , PRI T P am a3 B A ) 22 0 (L@ ad 0142 ) SRk F]” (205—206 ), e 2, 1E R
L YR /ISR A S I P A — o, B = A TGk 3 e st 1] =22 3 [ et 2, o sl e e LA
B FAEZAR 1 K igiz s A sh i 20k 2R &

JINUR B B — R 3 A R Pk B SCRED | HE B TR ) T L, 55 1 5 38 NN Bl 3 1] — Fh s [)
PEMIRZ IR E T 53 Wi 1) 55 5 = LR Wi R i 12  TEBR AR e 23 R R A sl /Nt
FYFE S, LT 55 5 Y 5% 4F ( Jean-Paul Sartre ) i i € %0 ) (La Nausée, 1938 ) i /)Ml Ji
FT BE S AS SRR, A AR SR R BEEG, EAA
VAR T AGA Y B H R AR IS B JERAZ X Tl L I JER 3z, Sk ] Bl S A 1 JeR sz, X T
FYIERAZ -+ e oo T ELZBBURR Y PR 2R BT, EE 22 A %2 (N L 39 ), SR, (55 ) A
— IR TR T REARAE B RS —— i B T B AN AT RS, B
PR PO T AEEEIME” (Navire a Pancre ) IX—#4x (136 ). FTil “¥b T AHEIME”, BB M sIA 7E
VS T () 255 [B) v Ay AT BT ST A B o e DA™ X — 22, eF [) 5 255 [ S8 R A, LS
FIAFTEASF A2 BE

FEZGH AR E T B AE A TCIEIR MBS B0y, A & AR R R 2 —A 5 1
PES AIEPER TR . SR VE R IR A A LL “TEAE (B2 HERR ARG (34 353) % (1)
Jr 38 ANUESPIUE CY 3N S TR AR PR MR RS AR I A IR 4
(LR Z R I E A o 25, WA G I PE AT 5 A MR I R . R Tt B i 7> 32 A
ONHFARAT R LA—FioRE vk B (A B . AR AT R — A, RN —FF LR BT A Sk AU, O
i ENAREARH AT UL 72, e8RS I ik A 5 3 e, 78 il A v B W7
WS AR LA S, RIGE 2 [ B sk it 25, DN “Br " K5, N Kl 25
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ZVRE RIEER

GAEE R 5 RN A S Rh Nz —. B AR 2952 18, AN
REMERE A2 B ST 2 BRI S IR/ NI — KRR (2% — 84). 1E M
FIRNULE , B IEIR T B E T X — bR L A8 s S S S,
JEAE” B IR WS BOAETE BURER B H Y A e, L, 2R AR AN TE LA
(224 MR A R 4R T T o], 0 TSR E L By RS /NG B T T ME— Y2k
0 RN IR LARTE LS DAY IH R —— 55 2 5k —0" (227), (A4RER A At e R
U, AU o 2R I eI, SO R SAR A S S E— A mE
L,

CHREIERT ), “BE” SRR S NERIAZ . IRA, BRI LU B e wot, 5
R ) By JEER AR M 3 T 45— R AL S TR 28 R o e i S 1 2R 30
o TERENAMRIBERR F RS AL A Z bR, BB TR ER T o EEE MR B
EM RSN B 22 51 B G T IRER I AEDT SRR R DT A A A
i TR A R, B SR A G s 1) AR A ST A s R O E R B A S
R LR 5 R LR g 5 L HEERAT (7T1) BRI IR 2R 5y
SRS A I R MG PG ) B ZR T U s SRR RS O R R VT4 SR AR A R (Y SS S & AE
TEML B KA 70T . X — PR SHJE, JOEEE N T 28 “BE” RS

HWR, B P e IS S B) A B E AR SR T R T /N LA IR R Y
GHEE R SO A B0 E S AN T A A, TR E AN S S Z A
“ELEXHE” X — TR AR S B S K AN A A 2 R mE T i
AR BE A L, 1 EIR T HCR R AR S, i, EAASHRERT- & s R
ELYEZEANI TR “ I B R” BER A TCNIRAS 5 - JRP R eI, 55l iR A T
— AR AT OO — SRR K, R R A B AR AR S T
(42). BIAB TR B EARNNX— Y%, TCEEINTE T “IE” AR, I8 T —Fh 54 (10 e TE K
WIES AEE, T SR O RS ARSI TE , LT LK DA M SRR A
BB oo FARE— B AN—FE 0 — BB AL AR 3 17(43), “FR7 BN,
BTG B W RS, AR S A .

5 = B A S PR Tl i) IS A0 SRR, TR AR PR R A A8 B R T R
BREW R, 52, MOE S W R A, K R RS e, i, 32
NOA—Fr b B B 1L X, DR BRAE L XK R R 74" B et — B 87 1T Sy A g
o TR E ARG FHE L LA ISFEG B AR -- - FEAREE R B, — DI AT Al T N 220,
AT AT LA -+ - FRAT PR 3k 35— b ST T2 #4296 7( 207 ) FE I, AR 19 44 7k
“FAH T FEY R CPRARROE” 2 B 0 TR T R A T A A R T E PO R TR
B . AL, SRR A IRAF IR TE “TR” S JE A TETRIA RIAFR M 05t b A AT
“CTRRT AR TR AL . TR KL, ATAH AR . BRI 7R R B A AL
SR 2, RATRBNGAE H O FE B —FE" (206). 1FR “BE” B m /T, k™ X—P4ik
NIBAE TR TG, R G RN BETR T 0 A 15 5 0 0 R A TR 2R, i e DIy
FAATEAATREMARAGRT S S5 HHE,

B AR T T YR T S AT T R T AR A AT AR T AR T
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A, FEAAIRATCRIBEI A b7 G 5312, BB v AN B 22 7 0 IR SE 3 & P B
[ SR, AT AR AAAE T A B SGH O D o B W7 A SR A
1z JHE 22 (0 28 220 EAERUA , (H A A58 i i A AR AL — S s Z SR B R . B Taldr mT
PIAN, 5 U BN AR T B B, 485 A S it 2 B IR e — M TRy 42
T B R N TEAS R R A2 IR IR A I A

=R AR

Fy it 2, — F N s RAVBIAE A A A s TRV AK 8Pt R st s CH L ) D b
TN R P GRS R B B IRR G TR AR RS R — Ty T BT
FHRAE], A B WA RIS TR 50— 7 T RAR RS AT AT R R LT,
{HZENFEE PR B R R [ 3K 3 BRS04 A — MR i 2 52 I S A B2, i
FEXTARTE “ GRG0 RIEE A AT IE AR B, X —BEBF IR e R 3RATT: =
SRESCAAAE RS T SR I 2 5 R Bt B 1

il “Wm"? fECHE) SR, SIVEE . “RESE; RV A, HER AR
TSR T LEE, FREL ) BT 0 A s A — 20 A FR B B SR GAE L  B g
BRERHATA T, S A AR A AT (B 19 ) ANad (338 ) Y T2 NN TR AR 3R I 2 1
MEA B A BRAE B A . SN R FTEME SRR - 503% . ( André Maurois ) $25]: “ A ]
B — AR VU BB AR S B ALY, 5 B o7 BT S TS, A 4 i 2 S A , Ak 5
I SR PR B ST L, R T S I IR VAR (42), BV R AR
W57 T HICAL , TCIRFFEE AL, sk R L A mT Z B i 7 9S4 A7 7

5ZARR, SOl PTIB R st B RIRZIM N, R TE kR, B ok H st
THRRAL” o ORER BRI BT BRI, AN S AR R Al TS AR
ZHON, RV 2 (A e, AN i 2 8 AR BE SR /K Z8 730 7, “FRATTIC PR AR 2 g
N7, e YRR ATTA IR ED HAE R B LAV (66—67 ). fAAEE Bt 5 e et Ss T A
B AN E PR IR R AR ARG L IE A ST A] o TE Qngnng JUe MEARHE 1Y« B0 TR
FRAEM “HarR T ATEBLSErhERANEN A O 1Y S8 A B CRREERPIRES, R T AFEBLSL s
BN AR, 55 UL, ISR AEAE R ARR” (10 I 363 ).

BETH PR L A 15 A A G T o Ak B I AR AR Y, iR AR
IR TEARE A LD R B A 55 ki R P8y SCAb T 2t 83 58 vp i — AR PR 1 2
A, FIRLAE  FRATI 3L TS i — IR 2 DAk S 15 5, O IRATAIE 5 758 2 I8
BH5E” (215), X — 3552 H 8 G5 AH 2K 09— B i [R] AR 0 4 B A5 s B8 A 12 24 78 R R E42
B BROBE SO i 1Y) Ok F BRI ERIRAL o Dy R s Sl st s (ER B A AN
SYHIFMS Y, (i) ESHEE A Q2 , A2 A0 (R ), Wil Z U, 223 THg
TEAE” S R AT HE , ZH R A OBy, BIVE 7 22 F R 208 W 0 AR A5 I 1 2=
Fa A TCIE R B B IR A T 32 S TRIN . IERRE T SRR B X — A, sl
SEVERRSL T H SR SC R A

R X I TMAR IR R A Bt . S e 1R S P5 R B 0 1 R VR SR
R AR S FHAN 2 3, 803 R @ A2 BAURR () s MR ZEAE X R R
% SRR PR R NENTERE M Z e, W JLRG 248 1, “Bapk Bl [ Sl Wi | A ix sk
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PN BAR B TG i B9 R RIVE R R DL AT B B2, e A PLAR AR B4 15
WA NAF R i v /M B GIRIEE” (MINSJL 372), /NBErR, S Wi A i
B 7 T R (H HARAS 5 ) A B4R SR i 1 AR S PR AR, TN T S 7n fE i
fimiz T 2L A AN ERRTAIIESR : DR A DS S B FAFTE RO AR SR, JR2 558 T
AR — RS T RO B K

AN SR I . i E e B A, AT AR Ay A IR R T I XA —
B, SARPUBAEE QL rPE R B 7 7 (227 ) IDEBAT Bl e B MR R, SCAZHE i 5 WS,
Sl A TRZIRHETC , e n] AT . 37 RYBIAEARZS "Rt “IR” BAR, R o A2
ORI MERDITIT A AR , L RABAE ] “i0” . A A ST RO A AT S5 L2
EURAE " T — Y0, etk B R ar B AdE I kR D NIRRT 5, FA e il & — e E
FRT ABAAEZ W RS T A A EAR AR ARSI 7 Sl W X — AR
IRIVESRGFATE T T E KRR =

Sy SRR R AT IR A ) 5 R A, N R B S v ik B NBE R 5 S
Do HE—AEB SR AR, BT WA AR, BT SR BN Al
TE PRI, S Y S A — B R A S AT A B AR AT AT R R TR T
THRAYN GRS T A s SRR R 2R BV A7 . $-5-09 HAO D5 Bl TN,
IRAHATIAE [ ; BRI 5 5B, 0 A S B0y s s A 25 1k R TIPS
4.

CHERE ) 1 AR SRR Bfi A7 AR BRI R AR ER S i 2 R 58 A LAy =X
L P H b, (GG ) Y e e BORR AR “mE” A R B A SRR Y IR
BAE TiX—RE . (REM ) 1Y 87 FR I AR AL #7506 HETCHY I 14
A TR AL VR ST . A Sl i S B e — A Bk B R RE
AIAAAEAE  (ER AT 4R T 5GBSR 09, 52 B IR AN R BR TS ANAH [ - [0, i e S8 ] T
AN KIEEE R (CH R ) 117 ) ALl iz - B0 S M0, S xELLBRIIE, 417
AT IR s NSRRIk eI LB s g % AR B, AL R R ek
s, (R AT AIA S AL

Be5 2 XN AARASE [0 A FUR D THE R SRS BT B INEE, IMEFEAA— A
FATAER “PURIE” : — D RANFIER “ B 0™ $855 — AR FETER) Kt AR IPEAYHE
TR E T B RFATE ) 8RR H REIC T A TRIN s INTEPERPRREESR , 20T LUERRA 17E 1
TE T WIRTERY SRS T N 5 TS R N T 2 S5 AR AN R -, OF PRS2 B B . ST
WA FH LAY, AR AR UE A BAFAERY “PURIE™ Z P T AR SRR R K
FEAE 1™ )iz 5 B A BTN B Oy SR R A 388 TR R T 2 SCROTRIN , 4 REAE AR AY
FErhoe g5 R o 3

iEfi# [ Notes ]
D LTRGBS, B AR “TR it 2, — B BE” ;s SR A (sl ) g2 ik “Tkihad
A AR RR N TS , ARt M — 557, ASCRET [ SR8 5, RIS PR I 22 i)
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