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The Image of Cold Rock in Han Shan’ s Poems

and the Japanese Aesthetics of Deep Mystery
Xin Qimei, Fei Yong

Abstract : “ Cold mountain” is a very typical image in Han Shan’s poems. Its character of deep, pro-
found and quiet is corresponding to the Japanese aesthetics of deep and mystery. Japanese elite tend to consid-
er “cold mountain” as the symbol of the spiritual world of Han Shan, emphasizing the depth of his mind and
character. “Entering the cold mountain” is comprehended as an enlightening towards the realm of deep mys-
tery. This comprehension is originated in the Japanese national worship for the mountain and the forests, high-
lighting an animist divinity. This sense of veneration is manifested in Japanese people’ s aesthetic pursue for
the mysterious and inconceivable beauty of depth and quiet.

Key words:Han Shan’s poems; the image of cold rocks; deep mystery
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